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then things went fast. The last three days many young men who had
been on the reserve units were called to the barracks."
"Look, another battalion of the Imperial Guards is moving to their
embarkation point on this cold night. Let's give them a big cheer!"
A small brick building was the office and residence of the President
of the Privy Council, Genro Ito, who had formed a super-cabinet at
the beginning of the war. He was now the constant consultant and
adviser of the Emperor and the center of all the official activities.
Saionji, the President of the Seiyukai Party, in his cream-colored
linen suit was sitting opposite Ito.
"Huh, Genro Ito, everything is moving smoothly. The Imperial
Navy and the Army have made a wonderful showing so far. At Port
Arthur, Admiral Togo has smashed the Russian fleet on the sea, and
General Nogi has advanced on land. The First and the Second Armies
are pushing northward after their victory at Liaoyang. Vladivostok has
been bombarded. Admiral Togo attempted to blockade the harbor
entrance of Port Arthur by sinking merchantmen, as Admiral Dewey
of the United States Navy did at Manila during his Philippine cam-
paign." Saionji was in a happy mood.
"Well, Saionji-san," Ito said as he looked over a stack of mail, "the
past progress was more than expected, but the future does not seem
bright. We have conferences every day. The Genros, military leaders
and Cabinet members are coming here today, too.
"See, we are short of man power, we have insufficient war supplies
and the inevitable exhaustion of our financial resources troubles us very
much. With the exception of Great Britain the Western Powers are
cold to us—"
"Huh, is the United States, too?"
"That's one of the chief concerns at present, Saionji-san. We sent
Baron Kaneko as our special envoy to America. See, he's a Harvard
graduate and has many friends. However, so far his reports indicate
that he has tried in vain to win the American public to our side. He
informed me that the Russian agents have already intimated to the
Americans that the conflict is a challenge of the heathen to the Chris-
tian. They say that the war is a challenge of the inferior yellow race
to the superior white race, and that our opening fire was in violation
of international laws dealing with armed conflicts, and so forth,
"Oh, here's Kaneko's letter!" Ito read it while Saionji commented:
"The Nipponese are unanimously for war." Saionji looked at Ito and

